by George R. Hann of Sewickley, Pennsylvania, during the years 1935-1937. This assortment, of which the icons form the most important part, contains pieces from Russian galleries and collections known far and wide: the Historical Museum, the Rumiantzev Museum, the collection of A. B. Morozov, and, above all, the Tretyakov Gallery. This gallery bears the name of a noted patron of the arts who was one of the pioneers in assembling Russian paintings and historical pieces. The fact that a number of objects in Mr. Hann's collection formerly belonged to that gallery constitutes a commendation of their qualifications. The significance of the present collection may be illustrated by a few examples.
An icon showing two saints, both bearing the name of Macarius, derives from the Tretyakov Gallery and happens to be, besides, the very icon that was singled out to be represented in the sumptuous publication of The A student of art will gain much information from a close study of Mr. Hann's splendid collection, which is unquestionably one of the most important outside of Russia. In fact, it would be difficult to name one that is more significant. A lover of art at large will derive a great amount of enjoyment from becoming more intimately acquainted with this exemplary representation of a branch of art that is so imperfectly known to historians, painters, and the general public outside of Russia and so scantily and fragmentarily represented in the museums of the Western world. A more specialized student of art will be delighted by the many problems of research which the collection affords. It offers some fascinating lines of study, among which might be indicated at random To obtain a proper evaluation of its ideology and meaning, the peculiarities and aims of the icon should be understood as a visual reverberation of a transcendental realm. The icon was never concerned with a record of reality, but strove always to reflect a transfigured world.
This angle cannot be neglected in acquiring an appreciation of the Russian icon as a manifestation of what has been a most steadfast devotion of Russian people for centuries. e -?t?
